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Lifelog Learner….What does that mean?
From the Principal…Mr. Ryan Ricenbaw

Buzz words.  You hear many of them in education. The ‘lifelong learner’ is one you hear often and probably is overused. You see it in almost every mission statement. But what exactly does it mean?  It sounds great, but what are schools doing to create the lifelong learner?  

The education conversation is changing as it evolves with the multitude of research that has become available in the last ten years. “It’s not a question of content versus skills – it’s about creating challenging, profoundly engaging, and authentic educational experiences that produce lifelong learners” (Hersh, 2009).  There have been three major shifts in education beginning with the launch of Sputnik in 1957.   This moved education into the age of math and science – inquiry-based pedagogy that would teach students how to think rather to simply regurgitate.  This began the debate regarding the inadequacy of U.S. education.  Twenty years later, A Nation At Risk resurfaced the debate that focused on the prowess of Japanese schools and corporations.  The response by the U.S. was to focus on increased core course requirements, homework, and achievement standards.  The current shift has turned to the focus on 21st Century skills and preparing our students for the challenges that have become global due to technology and speed of information. (Hersh, 2009). The question is, what is the response?


At Waverly High School, we are focusing our curriculum on the “big picture.”  We want students to make connections with their learning, connect content areas, and be able to connect one lesson in a class to the next.  This transfer of learning is one of the most crucial aspects of education.  Research states that long-term learning occurs if students can make the connections – regurgitation of facts is not permanent.  Students will only remember information as long as they have to – it is our job to help them understand that content is all connected and there is a purpose for everything we teach.  By doing that, students are motivated, connected and invested. If those things are happening, students will achieve.

Our focus in the curriculum revision process has been centered on what we want our students ‘to be’ and what we want them ‘to become’ after they graduate.  We want them to be prepared for what life will throw at them when they are on their own.  Bonding the two concepts together forces us to examine how we make learning relevant so they can relate later in life.  It is not just about the content, it is about how the content affects their lives.  
 (
Waverly High School
January 2012
Page 2 of 7
)


The lifelong learner is hungry for knowledge.  Somewhere along the way, students need to get hooked on that knowledge.  They need to understand its power and appreciate where it can take them.  If this happens, lifelong learning is natural.  The key is how we present that knowledge.  K-12 systems hold the power in their hands.  How students learn from ages 4-18 will forever affect their desire for knowledge.  If we can help students bring it all together and connect all that they have learned – they will understand the purpose.  If they can understand the purpose, they will be thirsty for more, and more, and more…
It is our challenge to put knowledge in front of students and help them to want more.  If we can achieve this, the lifelong learner is born!

Hersh, R.H. (2009, September), A Well-Rounded Education or a Flat World: Educational Leadership, ASCD, Vol. 67 (1)
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SCHEDULING 2012/2013
Student-Only Meetings

Preparation for your student’s next school year is already underway.  We would like to share with you important information regarding the scheduling process for the 2012-2013 school year.  During January and February we will be meeting with all students to discuss graduation requirements and college-entrance requirements and to create or revise individual academic plans.  These meetings will provide each student with the following: 1) a course description booklet explaining the curriculum and prerequisites of each high school class offered, 2) an individual transcript showing each students' academic progress to date, 3) a graduation checklist, and 4) an academic plan on which the student will write the courses he or she wishes to enroll in next year.
Students are expected to bring this information home for parent approval and signature.  We encourage parents to discuss with students their plans for next year and beyond. The days that each grade will receive this information and dates for form return are provided below.  We will set a make-up scheduling information day for sophomore and junior students who were absent during the initial meeting.  
CURRENT JUNIORS:
Senior-To-Be Registration Informational Meeting for Students Only during English 11: Monday, January 23rd or Tuesday, January 24th
Parent-Signed Registration Form due to A&P Adviser: Friday, January 27th

CURRENT SOPHOMORES:
Junior-To-Be Registration Informational Meeting for Students Only during English 10: Monday, January 30th or Tuesday, January 31st
Parent-Signed Registration Form due to A&P Adviser: Friday, February 3rd

CURRENT FRESHMEN:
Sophomore-To-Be Registration Informational Meeting for Students Only during English 9: Monday, February 6th or Tuesday, February 7th
Parent-Signed Registration Form due to A&P Adviser: Friday, February 10th

CURRENT 8th GRADE:
Freshmen-To-Be Registration Informational Meeting for Students Only at 2:00 pm in the HS Auditorium:Wednesday, February 8th or Thursday, February 9th.
Parent-Signed Registration Form due to the Middle School Office: Monday, February 13th

Registration Make-up Dates during A&P and 6th Period: Jr/Sr-To-Be: Friday, 
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February 3rd
Sophomores-To-Be: Friday, February 10th

Scheduling Note: The scheduling process is taken seriously by the Counselors. Number of class sections, teacher assignments, courses offered, etc. are all based on this process. Students MUST pick the classes in which they will enroll. What is approved now WILL BE the courses available to the students next year. In the 2012-2013 school year, schedule changes will NOT be made without special approval. Each student's academic plan will be placed in his or her vocational notebook and entered into the PowerSchool system.








Dates to Remember:
	January 9-13:  2nd semester Club Enrollment
	January 28th:  FCCLA Snowball Dance



Student Council-led Class Competitions

Congratulations Freshman!  You received the most points for 1st semester 1) Highest grade point average and 2) lowest number of classroom tardies!  A lot more opportunities await for 2nd semester! 

The standings to date are:
 Seniors –1st place (4025 points)
 Sophomores –2nd place (3525 points)
 Juniors -3rd place (3400 points)
 Freshman – 4th place (3050 points)
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Waverly High School students participated in the fall Nebraska Economics Challenge statewide competition.  Six teams totaling 23 students took the online test on December 1.  The questions covered the topics of microeconomics, macroeconomics, and international economics.  The students had prepared with their coach Bret Harpster by meeting before school, during lunch, or after school a couple of times a week the proceeding two weeks.  Two teams were entered in the Adam Smith division for experienced students and four teams in the David Ricardo division for beginning students.  WHS students performed well with two Adam Smith teams finishing 2nd and 3rd.  In the David Ricardo division, with 99 teams competing, Waverly's teams finished 11th, 22nd, 35th and 36th.  The members of the 2nd place team each received $15 cash prizes and the members of the 3rd place team each received $10 in cash prizes (see picture).  Good job econ students and good luck in the spring competition in March.

Pictured in the back row is the 2nd place team, Emily's team.  Each received a cash prize of $15.  Left to right are Emily Brumond, JR Gillaspie, Eric Herr, Brad Scheuler, and coach Bret Harpster.  In the front row are the members of the 3rd place team, The Four Norsemen.  From left, Tyson Mooers, Jared Viets, and Alex Eliker
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Everyone will be treated in a respectful and 
caring manner.

Everyone will thrive in an emotionally, physically,
and intellectually safe environment.

Everyone will be responsible for his or her own
actions.

Everyone will be expected to give his or her own
best effort.


CORE VALUES  


 (
HONESTY
INTEGRITY
EQUALITY
FAIRNESS
COURTESY
PRIDE
)
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CONSISTENT EXPECTATIONS AND RESPONSE
)
	
TOPIC
	
GUIDELINES

	


          CELL PHONE
	
Cell phones will be allowed before school, during passing periods, at lunch, and after the 3:40 bell rings.

Cell phones should never be used, seen, or heard inside of a classroom or at anytime outside the allowable guidelines.

	

                IPODS
	
During class time, Ipods are not to be used other than when directed to do so by a teacher.

	


      FOOD AND DRINK
	
· Only water in clear containers
· Food & drink allowed at lockers
· Never around computers
· No food in classrooms unless for a specific classroom activity

	



   PDA
	


· Never allowed
· Enforce according to handbook




	



DRESS CODE
	



· Enforce according to handbook

	


TARDIES/PASSES
	

· Every teacher has written tardy policy 
· Students must be in the room (at minimum) when bell rings
· Students must have pass to be outside of classroom
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